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Join us to celebrate the publication of  
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The Life and Times of Hal Wyatt 

By Shirlee Smith Matheson 

 

Sunday, December 8, 1-3 pm 

Aero Space Museum 

4629 McCall Way NE, Calgary  

Music by Razzama Jazz Big Band 

Light Refreshments 

 

“I never thought of philanthropy as an obligation, just an opportunity to 

help people over a rough spot. I still from time to time come to realize 

that things are not going well and I ask, ‘Can I help?’” 

This simple quote exemplifies Hal Wyatt’s philosophy, and his prairie 

heritage. Throughout his life there has been the consistent theme of 

honour and commitment: to his country by his service in the Second 

World War; to his lifelong employer, the Royal Bank of Canada; and 

equally to his family, friends, and community. Fittingly, numerous 

awards have celebrated his achievements: the Order of Canada, and the 

Alberta Order of Excellence; the Queen Elizabeth Silver, Gold and  

Diamond Jubilee medals; the 125thAnniversary of Confederation medal; 

two Honorary Doctorates (University of Saskatchewan and University of 

Calgary); and chairmanships on numerous corporate and philanthropic 

boards.  

The author of A Royal Balance, Shirlee Smith Matheson, has written 

more than a dozen fiction and non-fiction books. Her literary awards 

include The 99s Canadian Award in Aviation; The Emerald Award; 

Honorary Associate of Arts (Northern Lights College), and Distinguished 

Alumni 2001-2 (Athabasca University). She has known and worked with 

Hal Wyatt for many years.  

On every page of this book, Hal’s sense of honour and humour combine 

to bring a very personal story to light. This is the account of one of our 

most modest, and respected, Canadians. Hal Wyatt’s story is a gem!  
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